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The interest taken by the Tribune to have a
forinal protest sent out to the natlon agalnst the
state of affairs here as made clear by the testl-
mony of Joseph F. Smith, has a susplcious look.
Thut testimony was not news here beyond the ex-
plicit statement as to the number of his children.
The Trlbune understood what was going on just
as well when {f sent out a solicitor and obtained
1,660 Mormon subscribers on the statement that
all would henceforth be lovely and that the Trib-
une was going to advocate the election of Reed
Smoot, as it understands it now. Hence the gques-
tion ia, why this present simulated indignation
and demand for reform? Is it possible that Sen-
ator Kearns is having strained relations with the
thurch and that his re-election is beginning to
have a4 doubtful look; that hence word has come
that the Tribune must show its teeth; that & bull-
dotlng campaign must be Inaugurated and kept up
untll the church can he bullled into making an-
other deal? Bome good men have been drawn
Intg this, but we believe they have heen decefved
In regard to the underlying cause of the sudden
outburst, The matter is under investigation in
congress. The one thing that has caused dls-
fuletude so far in that Investigation Is the ab-
Bence of effort to probe the real cause of the
heart burnings here, namely church domination
ln political affairs. But In the protest of Monday
nlght this 15 all Ignored. Why? Is It the purpose
{0 make @ cuttlefish obseuration of the political
sltiation and to try o lash the people and the
tountry Into a rage over the old often-times
threshed out straw of polygamy? It has that look
&nd gome of the chlef movers have political af-
fioltles which glve new tints to that look.

Thon thers may be a double cross. We no-
Yoa that two or thres very prominent Demoocrats
have heen attending. these indignatfon meetings
i that the calling together of the Democratic
flate central committes has been postponed.
Apaln, the Honorable Michael Tarpey was here a
few days mgo. Is this preliminary to a cloud-
Yirst for Wi Roendolph Hearst when the Demo-
tratle conventlon shall meet; a cloudburst for
Hearst ang g furlona anti-polygamy, anti-church
fule, anti-everything except to win, platform?

That fs not impossible. Hearst could ﬁa L to
lose Utah, if in lieu thereof he could hav o ».*
raiged In Utah of his horror of polygam,
church rule. But when it is all over, whaf
the nation think of both the Mormons and G
tiles of Utah? '
RECENT HISTORY AND PRESENT FACTS.
The claim that in the organle law of Utah no
provislon was included to punish men for poly-
gamons practices, but only for polygamous mar-
riages, in true. The circumstances were thess.
The testimony of President Woodruff, his coun-
sellors and others high in priestly offices, deliv-
eéred before the chancellor, when the petition for
the restoration of the escheated church property
was under consideration, was fresh In the minds
of the people. They all had testified that the
manifesto had all the authority of n revelation,
that by it not only the entering into polygamy
but the practice of polygamy .was forbidden, It
wag thought by the Gentiles to be gincere and the
proof that it was so held by leading Mormons is
made clear through the great falling off of births
to polygamous families during the three or four
years succeeding the issuing of the manifesto.
But the Gentlles in the convention wtre not un-
aware of the conditions prevalent throughout the

_ tervitory.

They knew that on the little farms and in the
little hamlets were thousands of poor people who
were involved in the meshes of polygamy; fami
lHes with little homes where all the wives and
children lived together, where the heads of these
multifold houssholds were not financinlly able to
provide separate resldences for thalr plurnl wives
and polygamous children, and the feeling of the
Gentlles in that convention wag that if the lead-
ers were sincere the system was doomed, and that
these poor people that had been upon the rack for
ten years should not be any longer disturbed by
tears of arrest, prosecition, fine and Imprison-
ment,

That the chiefs were lying, that at that time
they were only walting for statehcod to resuma
and amplify on their former practices, that with
statehood securad they would not cnly do as they
had formerly done, but would pass the commnand
to all polygamists throughout the state to “live
thelr relligion,"” was not for A moment thought of.
It was not expected that at Jeast three apostles
and numbers more of the higher priesthood would
take to themeelves new plural wives and that
such a record of perfidy would, In eight years, he
made as would appall and disgust the nation.

When newspapers that claim to be Gentile but
stlll want to avold antagonisms declare that the
testimony does not bring any talnt upon Apostle
Smoot or shake In the least his title to a seat In
the highest body that makes laws for the Amerl-
can people, we rather think they are laboring
under 8 misapprehension, but we are willing to
aiddmit that the real cause why the apostle should
be denied a seat lleg deaper.

Now that the country is fully aroused, the
commities cannot very well stop until the truth
is made clear that the Mormon system Is in truth
a tempporal government, in every attribute hostile
to the freo governmeont of the United States, an
imperium in imperlo, the head of which at will
dishonors the free Ameriean ballot by ordering

his slaveys to cast It as he wills, either to further

the power or add to the exchequer of the so-called

church. When that shall ba fully brought out, it

will be most strange if congress does not deter-
yMne to be mo longer disturbed by the devious
“thods of this organization.

it is amusing nlmost, to see copied in the Des-
eret News long extracts from the proceedings In
the constitutional convention on this subject.
The enabling act required that the convention
should provide Ly ordinance that polygamous or
plural marriages should be prohibited. This dec-
largtion had been adopted by the convention, but
it provided no means for its enforcement, Where-
upon Mr. Varian Introduced an amendment which
made a former act of the territorinl legislature,
s0 far as it defined and imposed penaities for
polygamy a part of the constitution, and explain-
ed that the object of the amendment was to give
yitality to the naked statement in the ordinance,
and expressed the bellel that congress would ex-
peet such a provision. This was contested by
gsome of the strong men in the convention osten-
giily on the ground that the naked declaration
(which as it stood was absolutely without any
binding force), was enongh.

The debate brought the lmpression to some of
the members that there was a disposition in the
minds of many to hold a hope to the lips of the
country and leave It where any one so disposed
¢ould break It to the heart. This was the Im-
prassion of the writer and he-enlled the conven-
tlon's attentlon to the man who was then presi-
dent of the United States, and whe wns to pass
upon the completed constitution.

He had openly expressed his dislike of certaln
Western states that had declined to accept his
dictum on a subject of which he then knew noth-
ing and on which he has never since learned any-
thing, and this writer reminded the convention
that the constitution to be aecepted must be with-
out a flaw, that while it would be a dead letter
in Utah unless backed by public opinfon, stiil it's
wording must be perfect to mest the demands of
congress and the executive.

The words were plain enough, easy of under-
standing, unless there was a desire to misunder-
stand them. Then Mr, Roberts took up the
theme endorsing the amendment and expressing
the belief that it was necessary, but objected to
the spirit of the remarks of this writer. In the
light of the present all his buncombe, for it was
nothing else, has a comieal sound,.

Some of the strongest men in the convention
had fought an amendment which provided a way
to enforce penalties againat a crime, pleading to
have it left merely a glittering generality, abso-
lutely lmpotent of power, It was then this writer
told the gentlemen that the amendment would
be of as httle avall as the original ordingnce un-
less there was a public sentiment In the state that
would enforce it, but if they wanted the con-
stitution acceptad they must ohey the commands
of the enabling act. In the light of the history
which Utah has since made, has the amendment
added anything to the original ordinance? Though
at least three apostles and no one knows how
many lower priests have taken plural wives since
then has there been a publie opinion to enforce
the penaltiee. Where do the Honorable B, H.




